8	Early Italy	chap, i
Considerably later, in the Late Bronze Age when iron
also was coming into use, they were followed by a number
of Indo-European clans, who came from districts where
there were fortified places of refuge for man and beast on the
mountains and hill-tops. These men brought with them
improved implements and weapons, and therefore drove into
the background both the lake-dwellers and the aborigines.
Mingling with one another and with the old settlers, and
occupying one district after another right down to the southern
extremity of the peninsula, these immigrants broke off by
degrees into three groups, each of which spoke a different
dialect of a language common to them all and akin to Celtic.
These groups were the Umbrians, the Latins, and the Samnites.
The first occupied the north of Italy and part of the centre ;
the second, the lower course of the Tiber valley ; the third,
the hills and valleys in the south of the peninsula.
But they were not fated to keep their hold on the coast.
The Apulian valleys and the Venetian plains—the most fertile
parts of the east coast—were occupied at an early date by
Illyrian clans, who came from the north and east shores of
the Adriatic. The strongest and most populous of these
clans were the lapygians, who occupied the south-east coast
of Italy. They probably entered Italy at the same time as
the lake-dwellers. The western coast, on the other hand,
except the lower course of the Tiber, was conquered by
invaders from across the sea about the beginning of the first
millennium. In the north the Italians were either driven
into the mountains or subdued by the Etruscans, one of the
Anatolian stocks which migrated from Asia in the age of
confusion and dispersion described in Vol. I, Chapter XII. In
the south the whole strip of coast, excluding Apulia in the
east but including Campania in the west, was occupied after the
eighth century B. c. by immigrants from Greece. The last
invaders of Italy were the Celts, whom the Romans called
' Gauls'. They were nearly akin to the Italians and came,
like them, from the north—partly from what is now France,
and partly perhaps from the valley of the Danube. In the
sixth century they began by degrees to occupy the valley
of the Po, driving out the Etruscans.

